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                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

                             HERSETH SANDLIN STATEMENT ON PRESIDENT'S HEALTH CARE                              ADDRESS

Washington,                              DC-Rep. Herseth Sandlin issued the following statement                              in response to President Obama’s health care                              address to a joint session of Congress tonight:

“What                              we heard from the President tonight is what I heard                              the vast majority of South Dakotans acknowledge as                              I traveled the state throughout the month of August:                              health care reform is necessary because the status                              quo is unsustainable. There is too much at stake for                              South Dakota’s families and businesses. I was                              pleased to hear the President focus on two issues                              in particular-common sense insurance market reforms                              that already enjoy bipartisan support and the need                              to effectively address skyrocketing health care costs                              going forward. 
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                             “To be sure, work remains to determine the best                              way forward. While I cannot support the House bill                              in its current form, I believe we have a responsibility                              to pass health care reform legislation that is deficit                              neutral, that ensures access, fairness and affordability                              of coverage for South Dakotans, and that takes a responsible                              approach to long-term costs with a focus on achieving                              higher quality health care outcomes.

###

                       
                     

 3 / 3


